
AT THE HOME OF MARTHA AND MARY
Luke 10:38-42

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a 
village where a woman named Martha opened her home to 
him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s 
feet listening to what he said.

1



AT THE HOME OF MARTHA AND MARY
Luke 10:38-42

40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had 
to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you 
care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? 
Tell her to help me!”
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AT THE HOME OF MARTHA AND MARY
Luke 10:38-42

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are 
worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things are 
needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is 
better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
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What is fact that is widely known by many Christians 
that would also be widely unknown to many non-believers

1. Jesus was not an only child. 

2. At the age of 12, Jesus went missing 
on the way home from an annual family trip.

3. Jesus struggled when faced with death. 

4. Jesus’ public ministry lasted only three years.
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Three Years of Jesus’ Earthly Ministry

Year 1: 
Obscurity 

Year 2: 
Popularity 

Year 3: 
Opposition 
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38 As Jesus and his 
disciples were on their 
way, he came to a 
village where a woman 
named Martha opened 
her home to him.

THE RELATIONAL CONTEXT
Luke 10:38

MOUNT OF OLIVES
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38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a 
village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him.

THE RELATIONAL CONTEXT
Luke 10:38
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39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to 
what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations 
that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you 
care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to 
help me!”

TWO SISTERS IN CONTRAST
Luke 10:39-40
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40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations 
that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you 
care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to 
help me!”

MARTHA’S REBUKE
Luke 10:40
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41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset 
about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only 
one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away 
from her.”

JESUS’ CORRECTION
Luke 10:41
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42 but few things are needed—or indeed only 
one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away 
from her.”

JESUS’ CORRECTION
Luke 10:41
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Honest Self-Assessment

1. There are people like Mary.

2. There are people like Martha.

3. There are people who are like neither.
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Sitting at Jesus’ Feet…

1. Implies a readiness to accept and obey what Jesus teaches.

2. Implies submission to Jesus; rebellion is done with.

3. Implies faith in who Jesus is.

4. Implies implies discipleship.

5. Implies love.



“Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World”
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