
 
 
 

Franconia Mennonite Church                                                     September 21, 2025 



 

Prelude  

Gathering Song Donna Godshall & Worship Team 

Welcome, Opportunities, Call to Worship  Pastor Kyle Rodgers 

Singing and Worship   

Congregational Prayer John Weaver 

Childrens’ Lesson  Bronwen Leister 

Scripture Reading—Isaiah 9:1-7 Gary & Kim Weider  

Sermon—Hope for a Hopeless World Pastor Rob Presthus 

Song of Response   

Sending  Pastor Earl Anders   

“Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress.” 

Isaiah 9:1 

  ORDER OF WORSHIP   

LEADERSHIP TEAM CHURCH BOARD 

 

Nursery   
0 - 3yrs   

 

fmcguest      
 

Available at   
sound booth  

Earl Anders, Pastor 
Bronwen Leister, Dir.-Children’s Min. 
Rob Presthus, Pastor-Admin. & Care 

Kyle Rodgers, Pastor-Outreach, Sr. High 

Nate Weaver, chair; Dale Bergey;  

Butch Cassel; Anthony Detweiler;  

Andrew Landis; Kevin Landis;   

Rob Presthus; Paul Veltre; Ben Yoder 



Pray God’s blessing upon… 

• our pastors, to have wisdom, clarity, and boldness to lead and to proclaim 

Your Word without compromise. Help them to hear Your voice above the 

many distractions they may face. 

• our brothers and sisters in Christ who are living in places where they face 

persecution.  Pray for strength and boldness to remain faithful to Christ.  

• those who work in retail this holiday season. Pray for strength and 

patience for them; pray God’s blessing upon them as they work to provide 

for themselves and their families. 

• the children of the SHINE ministry, that they learn about the true light of 

Christmas and for the leaders, give them strength and encouragement. 

Student Prayer… 

• Pray over our children to turn to God in Prayer. Ephesians 6:18 

Pray God’s grace, comfort and healing for… 

• Marcia Houck as she anticipates a medical procedure scheduled for 

December 23.  Pray that this will help her to physically function better 

and that her insurance will cover the expense.  

• the people you know facing health struggles.  Ask God to give them grace 

and courage to trust God in the midst of fears and doubt.   

Those enduring long-term illness… 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.   

Romans 12:12 

     PRAYER REQUESTS      

Led by the Holy Spirit, we are an Anabaptist congregation  
committed to following Jesus in all things, 

so that God’s love flows through us to our community and the world. 

• Bev Moyer - Breast cancer  • Shirley Hackman - Depression 

• Dave Cressman - COPD   • Jenni Moyer - Fallopian tube cancer 

• Caryn Widrick - Depression • Jaselyn Ramos - Breast cancer 

• Art Keener - Weakening Health  



  FOLLOWING JESUS NEWSLETTER 
NOVEMBER 30, 2025 

Group Activities 
Email contact person for more information 

| Girls’ Club (Grades 3-5) 
 Contact Lindsey Hoover lindseyhoover3@gmail.com 
  Dec 3—Christmas party 
  Dec 17—Gingerbread Contest and Cookie Fundraiser 
|  Boys’ Club (Grades 3-5) 
 Contact Mat Landis mat.landis@chlsystems.com 
  Dec 3—TBA 
  Dec 17—Gingerbread Contest and Cookie Fundraiser 
 

| Junior High (Grades 6-8) 
 Contact Tasha Alderfer jtalderfer@gmail.com  
  Dec 3—Bible Study and Pillow Polo 6:30—8 pm 
  Dec 13—Christmas Party 
| Senior High (Grades 9-12) 

 Contact Pastor Kyle, krodgers@franconiamennonite.org 
  Dec 10—Christmas Dinner and Movie Night at the Broad  
  Dec 17—Gingerbread Contest and Cookie Fundraiser 

| Young Adults (Ages 18-25)    *INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!* 
 Contact Anthony & Kara Detweiler  akcdetweiler@gmail.com 
  Dec 13—Amish Dinner—5 pm 

 

 



Come take part in the Christmas Cookie Walk 
December 17, 6:30—8:00 pm in the UFH 

 

Enjoy a nice cup of hot chocolate as  you watch the youth  

participate in the gingerbread competition. 

Choose from a large assortment of homemade Christmas cookies. 

$10 per dozen, benefits children and youth ministries 

Come out to support Franconia Mennonite Church’s float as it participates in 
the Souderton Parade, December 6th at 11 am. 

Christmas Cookie Walk donations  
to benefit the children and youth ministries. 

Use the QR Code or the link in the Midweek Newsletter to sign up 
2 dozen per slot -  Chocolate chip, Snickerdoodles, Sugar, Hershey Kiss or PB cups, 
Novelties.  Bring cookies to the church on Tuesday 12/16 7-8 pm or drop off at the 
church office on 12/17. 

Invite your family and friends to 
join us for our annual  
Christmas eve service  

at 6:30 pm, December 24 



 

 



Bethany Birches Camp - Opportunities to Serve 
God - Community - Nature - Fun 
 

Bethany Birches Camp offers a summer in VT in a Mennonite community serving 
children who do not have the support of a church community. As a Bethany 
Birches staff member you will be guided to grow personally, professionally, and 
spiritually! Additionally, because of our remote location, and housing and food 
being included, it is easy to go home with more than $3000 in your savings 
account. Give yourself or a teen or young adult in your life the chance to 
experience God’s presence in real and honest ways. Check out the QR Code to see 
summer positions available, or email camp@bethanybirches.org for more info.  

Derek and Stephanie Landis (son and daughter-in-law of Rich and Lucy Landis) 
are currently serving for a Mission Agency in Jamaica.  The are handing out food, 
clothing and other supplies to nearby areas that were devastated by Hurricane 
Melissa. The need is great! If you would like to help, please consider a donation to 
their agency, Friends of the Redeemer Jamaica.  The money will be used for food 
and supplies for the surrounding areas. You can donate through your blue offering 
envelope  or Vanco online on the church website. 

https://bethanybirches.org/jobs-available/
mailto:camp@bethanybirches.org


 

(215) 723-3220 | Franconiamennonite.org 
 

Monique Kratz: mkratz@franconiamennonite.org 
Diane Nice: communications@franconiamennonite.org 

Monday   Celebrate Recovery—7 pm 

Tuesday   Shine—UFH—4 pm 

Wednesday     Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs—6:30—8 pm 
      Jr High—6:30—8 pm 
      Prayer Meeting  - E203—7 pm  

Thursday   Breakfast with the Pastors—Heritage—6 am 

Sunday   Quiet and Steady: Joseph—Pastor Kyle Rodgers 
      Congregational Christmas Hymn Sing—UFH—6:30 pm 

 Offering—Ways to Give 
 Sunday morning—offering boxes as you enter the auditorium     
 Online at franconiamennonite.org thru Vanco ACH (scan QR Code below) 
 Electronic Funds Transfer—call Monique Kratz at the Church Office               
 Mail to Church Office                               

      Last Week’s Offering —$21,731 

Last Sunday Attendance 
Sunday School—255 

Worship—352 

December 14—Christmas Caroling in Community 

December 24—Christmas Eve Service 

January 4—New Year Communion 

Visitors, feel free to use our nursery!  
Download the free KidCheck app for a quick check-in. 

Today’s staff 
 Infant SS—Becky Derstine & Janelle Godshall 
 Infant/2&3 Church—Adam & Cherise Halteman 
Next week’s staff 

  Infant SS—John & Cathy Weaver 
 Infant Church—Steve & Cathy Derstine 
 2&3 Church—Kendall & Gail Reinford  


