
1 Thessalonians 1:1-3; 5:12-24

Grace and peace to you.  We always thank God for 
all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.  

We continually remember before our God and 
Father your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ…
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1 Thessalonians 1:1-3; 5:12-24

Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to respect 
those who work hard among you, who are over you 
in the Lord and who admonish you.  Hold them in 
the highest regard in love because of their work.  
Live in peace with each other.
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1 Thessalonians 1:1-3; 5:12-24

And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those 
who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, 
be patient with everyone.  Make sure that nobody 
pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be 
kind to each other and to everyone else.  

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus. 3



1 Thessalonians 1:1-3; 5:12-24

Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat 
prophecies with contempt.  Test everything.        
Hold on to the good.  Avoid every kind of evil.  

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 
through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul, 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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1 Corinthians 13:1-13

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do 
not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I 
am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and give 
over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing.

5



1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud.   

It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.   

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.  Love never fails.
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1 Corinthians 13:1-13

But where there are prophecies, they will cease; 
where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where 
there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness 
comes, what is in part disappears.   

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 
put the ways of childhood behind me.    

7



1 Corinthians 13:1-13

For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then 
we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  
But the greatest of these is love.
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL    
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.    
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Jesus must 
become greater

I must 
become less

John 3:30



THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.

1 Cor 11:1 – “Follow me as I follow Christ.”     
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.    
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Peter Rollins – “Authentic faith is expressed, not in 
mere acceptance of a belief system, but in sacrificial, 
loving action.” 
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Phil 4:9 – “Whatever you have learned or received or 
heard from me, or seen in me – put it into practice.” 
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Galatians 5:6 – “The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.” 
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Galatians 5:6 – “The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.” 

> Patient and kind; not rude or self-seeking; not easily 
angered; keeps no record of wrongs; rejoices in truth; 
always protects, trusts, hopes, perseveres  18



THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Galatians 5:6 – “The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.” 
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

African proverb – “If you want to walk fast, walk alone.  
If you want to walk far, walk together.”
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

African proverb – “If you want to walk fast, walk alone.  
If you want to walk far, walk together.”
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

It’s about Jesus.
Authentic faith is lived, not merely believed.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

1 Thessalonians 2:8 – “Because we loved you so much, 
we were delighted to share with you not only the 
Gospel of God but our lives as well.”
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL
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THEOLOGICAL   |   PRACTICAL   |   PERSONAL

Continue the theological conversations, constantly reminding 
each other that it’s always, ultimately, about Jesus. 
 
Continue the practical conversations, challenging and 
equipping each other to live out our faith through love.    

And continue the personal conversations, recognizing that 
the gift of spiritual community is one of the ways God is 
bringing the Kingdom to earth as it is in heaven. 
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